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Synopsis

From the New York Times bestselling author of Amazing Grace, this is a groundbreaking biography
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, one of the greatest heroes of the twentieth century, the man who stood up to
Hitler. A definitive, deeply moving narrative, Bonhoeffer is a story of moral courage in the face of the
monstrous evil that was Nazism.After discovering the fire of true faith in a Harlem church,
Bonhoeffer returned to Germany and became one of the first to speak out against Hitler. As a
double agent, he joined the plot to assassinate the FAfA&'A A hrer and was hanged in
FlossenbAf/E’A A rg concentration camp at age thirty-nine. Since his death, Bonhoeffer has
grown to be one of the most fascinating, complex figures of the twentieth century.Bonhoeffer
presents a profoundly orthodox Christian theologian whose faith led him to boldly confront the
greatest evil of the twentieth century and uncovers never-before-revealed facts, including the story

of his passionate romance.
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Customer Reviews

On the morning of April 9, 1945, German pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed at Flossenburg
concentration camp. The camp doctor, H. Fischer-Hullstrung, later remembered:[Just before the
execution] "l saw Pastor Bonhoeffer kneeling on the floor, praying fervently to God...so certain that
God heard his prayer...I have hardly ever seen a man die so entirely submissive to the will of
God."Others testified that, up to his last day, the 39 year old Bonhoeffer remained cheerful. He knew
what he had to do, was reconciled to God’s will, and was able to climb the steps to the gallows
"brave and composed."Who was this man who died so bravely--who Hitler himself, from his bunker

beneath Berlin just three weeks before his suicide, ordered to be "destroyed?" He’s the subject of



best-selling author Eric Metaxas’s new biography, "Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet,
Spy."Shortly after his conversion in 1988, Metaxas read Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship and
learned the story of the young man who, "because of his Christian faith stood up to the Nazis and
ultimately gave his life." From then on, he was determined to tell the story to others. And tell it he
has.Metaxas takes readers, in 592 pages, through Bonhoeffer’'s entire life, from his parent’s
courtship to his memorial service. No corner of the subject’s life is left unexplored. Through the
author’s use of Bonhoeffer's personal letters to family and friends, earlier biographies, interviews
with those who knew Bonhoeffer, and other thorough research, readers get a comprehensive and
balanced look into one of recent history’s greatest theologians.Appropriately, Metaxas emphasizes
Bonhoeffer’s theology and how it played out in his life. In contrast to "cheap grace," Bonhoeffer
believed that true grace influences all aspects of a Christian’s life. Christianity is more than formal
religion, and it requires believers to be willing to sacrifice everything to God. Christianity is also more
than legalistic morality. Ethics, according to Bonhoeffer, can’t be reduced to a set of rules. These
beliefs are what led this humble and devout follower of Christ to be involved in a plot to assassinate
Hitler.How Christianity and assassination plots can be reconciled is hard for many to
fathom--especially those who have lived only in peace and safety. We must consider Bonhoeffer in
the context of his life, his country, and the war that he had no choice but to be a part of. Ethics, once
so clear, become unclear. Do we lie to the Nazis, or do we give them information that leads to the
deaths of innocents? Do we obey our nation’s laws, or do we defy them by leading Jews into
safety? Do we fight in Hitler's army, or do we refuse, knowing that we will be beheaded and leave
our family destitute? These are some of the questions Bonhoeffer faced.But readers can
sympathize with Bonhoeffer. Metaxas masterfully puts us in his world. We celebrate with him in his
family’s parlor. We study with him in his illegal seminary. We watch with him as his world unravels.
And we see him agonize over decisions, decisions that are not so clear, and decisions that he often
had to make without the support of others.Metaxas’s "Bonhoeffer" will be one of the best books of
the year. I've learned, as expected, much about the life of a great and inspiring Christian. But I've
also learned about the world, sin and evil, what it really means to be a Christian, and what it really
means to live. There are a few books that, years after | have read them, | realize have had a great
influence on me. This will be one of them. You can’t go wrong with this book; | give it my highest
recommendation.| received a free review copy of this book through the Thomas Nelson Booksneeze

program.

Eric Metaxas’ biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer attempts three objectives; to explain the life of



Bonhoeffer and position him as an inspiring, brilliant and heroic theologian opposing the National
Socialists and Hitler, to explain the originality of Bonhoeffer’s theological views and chart their
evolution and to recount the events surrounding the main efforts to overthrow or assassinate Hitler
of which Bonhoeffer participated.Generally the book succeeds in its three goals. There is plenty of
evidence provided on Bonhoeffer's good works and nature; on his religious beliefs as guiding lights
to live by and its contretemps of the times and the drama of coup attempts provide a needed
narrative that keeps the book moving.The books is very informative. The early parts outline
Bonhoeffer's two initial conflicts first between science and religion as his family was well established
in both fields and then within religion whether to be swayed or persuaded by the liberal views of
Adolf von Harnack or the more conservative but newer views of Karl Barth. This was a rewarding
introduction to leading theologists of the time.Unfortunately the book then moved into a much drier
less interesting phase where Bonheoffer’s life is recounted. Metaxas relies heavily on quoting long
passages from Bonhoeffer’s letters, sermons along with letters from his family and friends to
describe Bonhoeffer or recount specific situations. The problem with this is the change from
Metaxas’s dramatic modern writing style to the more dated passages is jarring. Towards the end he
tests a reader’s patience when he quotes the entire Sermon on the Mount and the entire eulogy at
Bonhoeffer's memorial mass.A large body of the book is dedicated to the mid 1930’s where
Bonhoeffer is working to create a new church, the Confessing Church. This was quite informative
and again interesting to understand how the German Lutheran Church is much more aligned with
the State than anything we have in the US. As such the efforts by Hitler to corral and manipulate the
church and how this lead to increasing his following are important to understanding how he enjoyed
such broad support for so long. Equally illuminating are the religious backgrounds on Goring, Hitler,
Borman and others that were not only anti Christian but appeared to find value in pagan
ceremonies; far from what | had come to understand.But this section runs longer than | would have
liked and ultimately the story focuses on the 1944 attempt on Hitler. While Bonhoeffer is connected
to the conspiracy his role is quite tangential. The efforts taken on by the conspirators is gripping but
one is left a bit empty by not only their failure but the baffling inability to act sooner despite their
clear anger and distaste with the Nazi regime. Metaxas is somewhat easy on them explaining the
need to both eliminate Hitler and to organize a force to fully assume power at the same time. But
given how much these men knew (including Bonhoeffer) about the concentration camps and
atrocities in Poland is does seem odd that they would not have tried more desperately and sooner.In
the end my interest was drifting towards other members of the resistance who appeared to make

more effort, take more risk and suffer greatly for it such as Martin NiemAfAqller or Hans von



DohnAfAjnyi.For a Germany after the war Bonhoeffer must have represented a very important
figure of goodness, enlightenment and deeper spirituality at a time of overpowering need. His
writings, actions and grace were enormous contributions that inspire and justify recognition to the

current day and this biography brings all of that to light.

This is a very enlightening historic story. So many people think Hitler popped up like a mushroom,
fully formed and a murderous psychopath and wonder how the Germans could have given him
power. The truth, seen through the eyes of this good and noble man, is far more subtle. The
Germans were mad as hell and Hitler fed into that anger and convinced the Germans that their
enemies would pay for all their troubles. Certainly sounds like America in this ridiculous election
season. Only the Godly and pure of spirit like Bonhoeffer, actually saw what was happening
because he was firmly rooted in his family and his God. | only pray that the United States has its
own Bonhoeffer, that will stand up, when noone else will. Every human needs to read this
book.About the writing: It is NOT a dry history book, it is a fascinating story that truly allows you to

understand this man. | find it difficult to put down.

This is a wonderfully rich biography of such a significant historical figure. Metaxas’ historical
research is first-rate, as he quotes primary sources at great length throughout the book: papers,
letters, journals, etc. One really feels that history has been brought to life in this excellent
book.Metaxas presents Bonhoeffer’s life story in a highly chronological way, beginning with his
childhood and family life, then on through his travels abroad, and culminating with the pivotal final
years in Germany. Yet despite the book’s nearly 550-page length, | did not at all feel as though the
book was too long or too detailed. Metaxas writes in such an engaging style that | did not want to
stop reading. If | could have, | might have read the book through in one sitting, because it really was
that interesting. | highly recommend this book.
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